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Capacity Building in support of Security and Development (CBSD) 

Background information 

 

Supporting partners emerging from conflict to reform their security systems remains one of the EU's 

priorities, as it is often a key to improve governance, to place the military under civilian oversight, and to 

help partners prevent and manage crises.  

On 12 December 2017, an amendment to the Instrument contributing to Stability and Peace (IcSP) 

Regulation introduced the Capacity Building in support for Security and Development (CBSD) initiative. 

CBSD enables the EU to engage with the military of third countries under a set of specific conditions.  

While working with military partners, the objectives behind any CBSD action has to be development-

oriented. This is an important step to strengthen the link between security and development rooted in 

the United Nations Agenda for Sustainable Development and a key element in making the integrated 

approach a reality, by implementing the new strategic framework for EU support to Security Sector 

Reform and complementing the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions.  

Crisis Response & conflict prevention (IcSP art.3 & 4) 

In 2018, the first year of implementation for the new Capacity Building in support of Security and 

Development (CBSD) component of the IcSP – six CBSD actions were adopted under the crisis response 

component (Article 3) with a combined budget of EUR 21 million. The actions are divided between three 

countries - two actions in Mali (Mopti airport, basic services provision by Malian army), two in the 

Central African Republic (weapon storage facility and advance deployment to Bouar) and one in 

Somalia (effectiveness of the General Staff of the Somali defence forces). The sixth CBSD action is 

underway in Lebanon to support the deployment of the Lebanese army to the United Nations Interim 

Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) operation area south of the Litani River. In Mali, the Central African Republic 

and Somalia, the preparation of CBSD actions was undertaken in close cooperation with the CSDP 

missions, making the EU integrated approach to external conflicts and crises a reality. In addition to the 

above, 800 military of the armed forces of countries in crisis will be trained in the areas of health, mine 

clearance, civil protection and peacekeeping under the IcSP long-term conflict prevention component 

(Article 4). 

In 2019, the use of CBSD was further strengthened as a part of the IcSP. In addition to the actions 

launched in 2018, the IcSP mobilised additional CBSD actions in Mali and Somalia, but also new actions 

in Tajikistan (signed in December 2019), where the instrument will accompany State authorities to step 

up their presence and exert control over their national territory. This marks an expansion of the 

geographical scope of beyond Africa. In parallel, under the IcSP long-term conflict prevention 

component (Article 4), a three-year CBSD action to advance the protection of civilians and stability in 

East Africa was approved.   

Transnational threats (IcSP art.5) 

The Article 5 CBSD funds have been spread over the three annual action plans (AAP) 2018, 2019 and 

2020. 
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In the AAP 2018, Article 5 CBSD funds were mobilised in two countries where CSDP military missions 

were deployed, namely Central African Republic (CAR) and Somalia. In each of these countries, Article 5 

projects were designed to reinforce shorter-term CBSD Article 3 funded projects. In CAR, the project 

aims at strengthening the administrative and logistical capacities of the Central African army in order to 

make sustainable the deployment in Bouar financed by Article 3, while in Somalia, the project aims at 

building a regional headquarter in the Hirshabelle region, consistent with the security architecture 

initiated by Article 3. 

From 2019, Article 5 has been mobilized to prevent the extension of the jihadist threat from Burkina 

Faso to the countries of the Gulf of Guinea. This involves strengthening aerial observation capacities in 

Burkina Faso and Benin and intervention capacities in Benin's national parks, potential refuge areas for 

armed terrorist groups. In 2020, a similar project will be proposed for Ghana and Togo, hence enlarging 

this security cordon, while another project will aim at protecting civilian populations crossing the 

Virunga Park in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

 

 

At the end of 2019 a sector evaluation of the CBSD was launched in line with the amended IcSP 

regulation. The evaluation will look back at the first two years of the implementation of the instrument 

and propose some recommendations for the period ahead. The results of the evaluation are expected in 

the second half of 2020. 

Finally, in line with the requirements of the amending Regulation, an operational risk assessment/risk 

management methodology was finalised and made operative.                                  

 

 

 

Links:  

Press Release: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_17_5125 

FPI website & IcSP Map: https://ec.europa.eu/fpi/what-we-do/instrument-contributing-stability-and-

peace-preventing-conflict-around-world_en 

IcSP Regulation: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?qid=1588956706601&uri=CELEX:32017R2306 
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