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Agenda 
 

13h45-14h00 Registration of participants 

14h00-14h15 Welcome and objectives of the meeting  
 Prof. Aurélien Colson, Director, ESSEC IRENE 
 Michel Yahiel, Commissaire Général, France Stratégie  
 Sonya Reines-Djivanides, Executive Director, EPLO 

14h15-15h45 Session 1 – Conflict prevention and the EU Global Strategy: what 
perspectives for France? 

This session will discuss the content of the EU Global Strategy with regard 
to conflict prevention, including the reactions of France and of peacebuilding 
civil society organisations. The EU emphasis on the concept of resilience 
provides an opportunity to discuss its definition and its potential impact in 
implementation.  

- What are France’s priorities with regard to the EU Global Strategy? 
- How can France contribute to improving the EU’s capacities for 

conflict prevention? 
- What are the actions of France to promote resilience? 

Introductory comments by:  

 Nicolas Suran, PSC Ambassador, Permanent Representation of 
France to the EU 

 Bruno Dupré, Head of Strategy and Defense Sector, European 
External Action Service  

 Maria Manuela Cabral, Head of the Fragility and Resilience Unit, 
Directorate General for International Cooperation and  Development, 
European Commission 

 Grégory Robert, Democratic governance Mission, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

 Nicolas Rougy, Chair, EPLO Steering Committee 

Open discussion moderated by Sonya Reines-Djivanides, Executive 
Director, EPLO 

15h45-16h15 Coffee break 

16h15-17h45 Session 2 – Economic diplomacy and the EU Global Strategy: 
Improving the EU’s role in addressing the economic dimensions of 
conflicts 

The EU Global Strategy has highlighted the importance of fostering a 
‘political economy of peace’ in conflict affected countries. This session will 
look at how the EU and its Member States, in particular France, can better 
integrate the economic dimension of conflicts in their analysis and in their 
actions, using trade and development, or engaging with the private sector, 
in order to promote peace-conducive economic developments.  

Issues to be addressed through practical examples: 

- How to ensure that EU and MS trade initiatives promote peace-
conducive economic developments? 



- How is the private sector being engaged by the EU, MS and civil 
society organisations in conflict affected contexts? 

- How can the EU and MS maximise its positive role and minimise its 
negative impact on conflict dynamics? 

- Can we talk about economic diplomacy? 

Introductory comments by: 

 Angel Carro Castrillo, Senior Adviser, Strategic Planning Division, 
European External Action Service (EEAS) 

 Ludovic Pouille, Deputy Director for North Africa and Middle East, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 Yadaira Orsini, Head of Economic Development for Peace, 
International Alert 

Open discussion moderated by Prof. Linda Benraïs,  “Governance and 
conflicts”  Program director, ESSEC IRENE 

17h45-18h00 Concluding remarks 

Prof. Joseph Maïla, Programmes director, ESSEC IRENE  

18h00-19h00 Reception 

 


